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FRONT COVER: A Comeng set owned by Bayside Trains departs Williamstown for Newport 
on the I7 12 Newport shuttle. Tues.21.12.99 Russell Armstrong 


INSIDE FRONT COVER: F203 shunts the Overland cars at Spencer Street on Wed. 14.10.81 
John Dare 
BACK COVER 
ABOVE: A66 on 8506, the 14 00 up pass. from Stony Point to Frankston stands at Stony Point 
on Sun.6.2 
BELOW: A8I-79 on the up paper train at Hallam Road, Hallam on Sun.6.2 
Both photos Russell Armstrong 
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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


CALENDAR 


APRIL 
{| 
ANNIVERSARIES 

7th, 1990: Commissioning at Warrnambool of 
former Mornington turntable and late 
celebration of centenary of opening of Terang - 
Warrnambool - Port Fairy line. (10) 

7th, 1995: Announcement of South Melbourne 
tram depot closure. (5) 

9th, 1970: First of batch of eight 2000 hp diesel- 
electric locos, X37, into service. (30) 

10th, 1885: Opening of Morwell to Boolarra line. 
(115) 

14th, 1995: Heywood to Portland broad gauge line 
closed for conversion to standard gauge. (5) 

15th, 1950: Closure of Bayles to Yannathan line. 
(50) 

17th, 1970: Closure of Waubra Junction to 
Ballarat Racecourse line. (30) 

18th, 1995: Melbourne NRC steel terminal 
commissioned. (5) 

20th, 1985: Westona to Laverton Junction line 
opened. (15) 

20th, 1995: Declared as Melbourne Transport Day 
- 70th anniversary of electrification of Swanston 
Street tram routes. (5) 

29th, 1980: Completion of network of 35 Rail 
Freight Centres. (20) 

1925: N class, type 2-8-2 Mikado steam locos 
commenced building at Newport Workshops. 
(75) 

1980: Steamrail began the establishment of a 
locomotive and rollingstock depot at Newport 
Workshops. (20) 


MAY 
|| 
ANNIVERSARIES 

2nd, 1975: Diesel-electric BGO placed on standard 
gauge for first time to celebrate 100th 
anniversay of birth of Harold W Clapp. (25) 

3rd, 1890: Opening of Kerang to Swan Hill line. 
(110) 

3rd, 1910: Opening of Moe to Walhalla narrow 
gauge line. (90) 

Sth, 1930: Electrification of East Malvern to Glen 
Waverley line. (70) 

5th, 1995: Standard gauge trackwork between 
Melbourne and Wolseley completed. (5) 

5th, 1995: Strathmerton to Tocumwal line officially 
reopened for traffic. (5) 

6th, 1925: Opening of Hopetoun to Patchewollock 
line. (75) 

7th, 1995: Standard gauge services commenced 
between Melbourne and Adelaide. (5) 

7th, 1995: Most overhead wiring removed between 
Traralgon and Warragul. (5) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 


Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. 


Visitors welcome. (03) 9510 6146 


ARHS ARCHIVES 


Down platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. Visitors welcome. 
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LINKING VICTORIA 


The Premier, Mr Steve Bracks, recently 
unveiled the Victorian Government’s 
blueprint for generating over $1.5 bil- 
lion on investment in vital transport 
infrastructure over the next three years. 
The programme will be a joint partner- 
ship with the private sector to revitalize 
the state’s road, rail and ports to bring 
the regions closer to the centre of 
Melbourne. 


The Linking Victoria projects associ- 
ated with rail transport include: 


SPENCER STREET STATION 
DEVELOPMENT 


The proposal incorporates the re- 
development of the station as a multi- 
modal interchange for passengers on 
interstate, country and metropolitan 
rail services, the airport rail link, trams 
and regional buses. 


The existing Spencer Street station 
building is an inadequate, poorly- 
designed facility for rail passengers and 
has been a blight on Melbourne’s CBD. 


It will be replaced by a state-of-art 
intermodal transport centre, with mod- 
ern facilities including comfortable 
lounges, television rooms, restaurants, 
shops and an airport style concourse, 
with links to the Colonial stadium. 


The project will significantly im- 
prove services for rural and metro- 
politan public transport users and 
international visitors accessing the city 
via the new Airport Rail Link. It will 
create a more integrated transport 
system better able to serve Melbourne 
as an international business and trans- 
port centre. 


Tenders are expected to be called 
later in the year with construction to 
commence in 2001. 


WEBB DOCK RAIL 


Planning will be undertaken to inves- 
tigate the logistics and feasibility of an 
estimated $50 million project of ex- 
tending rail lines to Webb Dock. 


This would provide better inter- 
modal access to connect rail freight 
with the wharves, aiming to increase 
the share of freight by rail into and 
from Victoria’s ports from the current 
average of 10% mode to as much as 


30%. 


PORT OF GEELONG RAIL 
STANDARDISATION 


The Port of Geelong will be inte- 
grated with existing standard gauge 
network through the development of a 
standard gauge rail link into the port at 
a cost of $4.5 million. 

This will open up the links between 
the rural and regional communities in 
the state with the second largest port. 


MELBOURNE AIRPORT 
TRANSIT LINK 


The government has committed $20 
million towards the construction of a 
transit link between the city centre and 
the airport. Current work to establish a 
planning reservation for the link will be 
followed by a tender process to identify 
a preferred developer. 

Over 15 million passengers flew into 
or out of the airport last year and the 
number is expected to double in the 
next 15 to 20 years. Many of the 
world’s other premier cities are build- 
ing transit links to their airports to 
minimize the frustrations of long and 
unpredictable access times and increase 
the attractiveness and competitiveness 
of their regions. 


FAST RAIL LINKS 


A commitment of $80 million has been 
given to the development of high speed 
passenger train services to the regional 
centres of Ballarat, Bendigo, Traralgon 
and Geelong. The current train travel 
times will be substantially reduced 
across all lines. 

Feasibility studies into these fast rail 
links, conducted in conjunction with 
the regions to identify the works re- 
quired, were expected to be com- 
menced in March. 


RE-OPENING COUNTRY TRAIN 
LINES 


The government will be assessing the 
feasibility of restoring passenger rail 
services on the Mildura, Bairnsdale, 
Ararat, Cobram and Leongatha lines. 
The services will be restored if this is 
viable according to feasibility studies 
now underway, and following any 
necessary upgrading of the track. 


STANDARDISATION OF 
RAILWAY GAUGES 


Due to a legacy of a mixture of broad 
and standard gauge railway tracks 
across Victoria, there is a requirement 
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TRAIN OF THE FUTURE AND TOD 


Above: A visual impression of the proposed V/Line Passenger DMU’s (see ‘Rollingstock’ item, p. 125) 


Below: XPT powercar 2001, painted in the ‘Centenary of Federation’ colour scheme, at Spencer Street on the 
north-bound daylight to Sydney on Fri.17.3 (see ‘Rollingstock’ item, p. 125) Chris Banger 


of double handling of goods, in par- 
ticular the movement of grain from the 
north-west to the Port of Portland. 
Rail freight lines will be converted to 
standard gauge where it is cost- 
effective and practical within the con- 
straints of passenger train operations. 


BUILDERS OF NEW 
NATIONAL EXPRESS GROUP 
TRAINS ANNOUNCED 


On Thurs.16.3, the companies who 
will manufacture and maintain the new 
trains (and trams) to be acquired by 
National Express (NX) were an- 
nounced by Mr Peter Strachan, Chief 
Executive of NX. He also announced 
the companies who will maintain the 
existing NX fleet. 

Siemens will build and maintain the 
62 three car electric trains for Bayside 
Trains (and 59 trams for Swanston 
Trams). These vehicles will be built 
overseas (possibly Germany). 

Adtranz will build and maintain the 
29 two car DMU’s for V/Line Pas- 
senger. These will be built locally at 
Dandenong. 

Clyde Engineering will maintain the 
existing V/Line Passenger Sprinter and 
carriage fleet and will assume this 
function from Fri.1.7 (the Carriage 
Maintenance Depot at Dudley Street 
will come under their control). 
Adtranz and Goninans will maintain 
the rollingstock of the other NX 
companies. 

NX will spend $1 billion on 
acquiring and maintaining the above 
new rollingstock for its three operating 
companies. At least 42% of this expen- 
diture will be passed on to Australian 
companies in contracts worth $435 
million (NX indicated that this could 
increase to 51% under the right 
circumstances). 

A further $390 million in contracts 
will be awarded to Australian based 
companies for the refurbishment and 
maintenance of the current fleet of NX 
trains and trams. 

Mr Strachan said, ‘We want to 
attract more people to public transport 
and new trains and trams have a vital 
role to play. These contracts ensure 
that our passengers can look forward 
to faster, more frequent services and 
new levels of comfort, security and 
performance.’ 

‘The new trains and trams will really 
move our passengers into the future 
and I’m sure all our staff, along with 
Victorians and visitors, will be 
impressed.’ 
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GENERAL NEWS 


SENIOR CITIZENS WEEK 


Free travel for senior citizens was 
available on V/Line Passenger trains 
and coaches on the following days 
during Senior Citizens Week: Sat.18.3, 
Tues.21.3, Wed.22.3, Thurs.23.3 and 
Sat.25.3. 

Bookings for services on which seats 
could be reserved (primarily Albury, 
Sale and Swan Hill trains) opened on 
Mon. 28.3. 

Demand must have been very heavy, 
as a notice had been posted in the 
booking office at Spencer Street by 
Wed.1.3 that all seats had been taken. 
More blocks of seats were made 
available for reserved services on 
Thurs.16.3 and Mon.20.3 and these 
appear to have been quickly snapped 
up. 
A casual observation on Tues.21.3 
revealed that the 08 00 down Ballarat, 
08 35 down Bendigo and 08 49 
Warrnambool were very popular with 
senior citizens taking advantage of the 
free travel available. This has been the 
normal pattern over the last few years. 


V/LINE PASSENGER AND 
HAWTHORN FOOTBALL 
CLUB MEMBERS 


V/Line Passenger are offering a 25% 
discount off any valid fare for 
Hawthorn Football Club members 
travelling to see Hawthorn play home 
games at the MCG and Colonial 
Stadium. 

This discount arrangement com- 
menced on Mon.13.3 and will be 
available until Hawthorn’s last home 
game on 29.7. 


MELBOURNE DAY OUT 
TICKET 


V/Line Passenger launched its new 
‘Melbourne Day Out’ ticket on Mon. 
21.2 aimed at encouraging leisure 
travel to Melbourne from country 
Victoria. Features of the new ticket are: 


m Available on Saturday and Sunday 
only. 

= Valid for economy class return travel 
only. 


= Needs to be purchased by 20 00 the 
day prior to forward travel. 


m Valid for metropolitan rail travel 
within an area bound by Richmond, 
Jolimont and North Melbourne. It 
can also be used to travel to Royal 
Park and Spotswood by rail. 


™ Unlimited tram travel within Met 
Zone 1. 


m Ticket issued with a map of 
Melbourne and a set of offers to 
major attractions. 


FREIGHT AUSTRALIA 


Freight Victoria changed its name to 
Freight Australia at a ceremony held on 
Wed.1.3. The change in brand name 
reflects the freight carriers expansion 
into NSW. 


The decals on locos and rolling stock 
will be progressively changed to the 
new name. 


FAST TRACK MOVES 


Fast Track (the Freight Australia LCL 
business) ceased operations at Mel- 
bourne Freight Terminal on 24.12.99 
and relocated to the former SCT depot 
at Dynon in early January. 


Fast Track commenced operations at 
Dynon in mid-January, thus ending the 
long railway association with the Mel- 
bourne Yard site. 


V/LINE PASSENGER 
2 FOR | OFFER 


Between Mon.21.2 and _ Fri.17.3, 
V/Line Passenger had a two tickets for 
the price of one offer for day return 
trips from Melbourne. 


The offer was available to any 
country destination served by V/Line 
rail or coach. Tickets had to be pur- 
chased by 20 00 the day before travel 
and the journey had to have com- 
menced before 16 00 from Melbourne 
on weekdays or anytime on weekends. 


WINDSOR STATION CAFE 


On Mon.31.1, a new café was officially 
opened at Windsor railway station by 
Bayside Trains Managing Director, Mr 
Bernie Carolan. 


The proprietor of ‘Railway Café — 
Windsor’, Mr Nicholas Augerakis, has 
refurbished the old station office into 
a sit-down café seating 34 people. 


Original fixtures and fittings, 
including two brick fire places, have 
been restored as a part of the 
refurbishment. In addition, a number 
of railway artefacts have been used to 
decorate the café, including a set of 
‘Men and Women of Service’ posters, 
copies of Windsor station plans and a 
Griffith Brothers Tea sign. 


The café was opened to the public on 
Tues.1.2 and operates from 07 00 to 
1600 on weekdays, and 0900 to 
15 00 on Saturdays. 


THE OVERLAND DAY/NIGHT 
SERVICE 


Great Southern Railway announced the 
Overland train service linking Adelaide 
and Melbourne would introduce a 
daylight service from Adelaide to 
Melbourne commencing Sun.7.5. 


Both the Victorian and South 
Australian State governments will 
support the service for a six-month trial 
period. 


The daylight service from Adelaide 
to Melbourne will depart Keswick at 
09 00 every Sunday, Monday, Thursday 
and Friday and arrive at Spencer Street 
station at 19 45. The Overland will 
leave for Adelaide at 21 30 the same 
night. 


The Australian Rail Track Corpor- 
ation makes the new daylight schedule 
possible because of track upgrading 
made last year. The improvements, 
reducing the journey time between the 
two state capitals to approximately 
10'4 hours, make a return trip possible 
within twenty-four hours. 


DOCKLANDS FOOTBRIDGE 
OFFICIALLY OPENED 


The footbridge across Spencer Street 
station that links Bourke Street with 
the Colonial Stadium was officially 
opened on Mon.6.3 by the State 
Minister for Tourism. The new exten- 
sion of the Spencer Street subway into 
the Docklands area was officially 
opened on the same date. 


The escalators connecting the 
platforms at Spencer Street station 
with the footbridge were not complete 
at the time of the official opening and 
access to the bridge was restricted until 
the first football game was played at 
Colonial Stadium on Thurs.9.3 (see 
separate item). 


COLONIAL STADIUM 
OPENS 


The first event to be held at the new 
52,000 seat Colonial Stadium was an 
AFL game between Essendon and Port 
Adelaide on the evening of Thurs.9.3. 


All escalators from the platforms at 
Spencer Street to the new Docklands 
footbridge had been commissioned for 
the game, although none of the lifts 
were working. 


The stadium is seen as a major 
patronage booster for rail (and tram) 
operators given its location adjacent to 
Spencer St station. 
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GENERAL NEWS 


DOCKLANDS FOOTBRIDGE 


Above:The changing face of Spencer Street. The northern end of the station building on 
Wed.17.3.99 prior to demolition works for the Docklands footbridge commencing 


Below: The building after all the demolition work had been completed and construction 
of the stairs to the footbridge was well advanced. Tues.24.8.99 


Bottom:The completed approach to the footbridge. Fri.17.3 A// photos Chris Banger 
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To JUNEE AND RETURN 
— by National Rail — 


A National Rail crew accepted 


O. night in 1999, I found myself 


at the NR terminal waiting to find out 
what the locos were for our train. The 
train I found out earlier, was PW4, 
which is the old YN2_ steel to 
Wollongong, now altered to New- 
castle, with a 20 40 departure. News 
filtered through that PW4 would not 
be ready for up to another three hours 
because of loading that arrived late from Long Island. 

The locos were still at the Locomotive Provisioning Centre 
(fuel point), serviced and ready to go. Our locos were NR1 
(City of Melbourne), NR46, NR48 and NR7O (dead). Inside 
these locos, the first impression is the amount of space 
available in the cab. Directly in front of the driver is a pair of 
VDU screens and to the uninitiated (i.e. myself) the VDU 
displays/menus are complex and bristle with commands/ 
foreign terminology and jargon. 

Basically from what I gleaned from my observations and 
questions is that the left WDU screen is dedicated to the 
management of the train and the status of the locomotive(s). 
The right hand screen is committed to safe working 
communication. On the Melbourne to Albury section this 
screen was not required. Later on this screen didn’t appear to 
be used to its full potential on the Albury to Junee section, 
whatever its full potential is. 

Transmission of commands is via a touch screen, no mice in 
here! The train management screen obviously displays the 
train speed. Other aspects are fuel consumption (not by a fuel 
gauge, but by a digital display of how much fuel is in reserve, 
of each loco!), the ability to put the locos off line, limited 
power or full power as the need arises, what notch the locos 
are in and even if the last wagon is moving or not for stops at 
loops, etc. The second person also has the same screens which 
always match the driver’s. A third pair of screens are provided 
for long end leading operations. 

Above the windscreen in front of the driver is a bank of 
switches with lit identification panels looking after such 
things as marker lights: on/off or red/white. Between the crew 
is a console housing the radios and the power controls. The 
traditional hot plate and kettle are present along with a CD 
player/radio but no microwave oven. 

Lastly the vigilance warning display is a bluish light in the 
centre of the loco above the windscreen and the cancelling 
button is operated by the driver. 

While making all of these notes, the driver was on the radio 
to West Tower asking permission for the access to the main 
line. This was denied because of a late running down Patrick’s 
superfreighter led by CLP12-CLP17. We were still denied 
access to the steel terminal by the passage of the down 
Overland headed by BL33. 

Finally we were allowed access to attach to our load and 
begin preparations for departure. The train examiner com- 
pleted his task and handed over the vital statistics of PW4. 
They were 46 vehicles, 1949 tonnes for a length of 847 
metres. In the meantime MP5 powered out by a pair of NR 
locos on time at 22 15. Amongst all this activity NR liveried 
shunter C508 was performing its shunting duties. Finally we 


Peter Foote 
All photos by the Author 


my request to accompany them 
on one of their rostered 

destinations, Junee, which ts - late. 

478 kilometres from Melbourne 


were on our way at 22 20, 100 minutes 


Straight away one is surprised by the 
apparent effortlessness of the NR’s 
ability to lift the train, despite being 
blocked by the preceding Perth 
superfreighter to Tottenham loop. 
Through suburbia our speed was under 
70 km/h. Just past Albion G516 was 
noted on the up Pioneer quarry train. Once clear of Somerton 
loop and on the recently upgraded track, we speeded up to 80 
km/h. The succession of green signals continued through the 
familiar territory of Donnybrook, Wallan, Kilmore East, 
Broadford and Seymour. En route the speed of PW4 did not 
vary much, even the crest of Heathcote Junction was mounted 
at 73 km/h. 

Fuel economy is paramount in their driving techniques and 
this was borne out by the driver of PW4 powering down at 
every opportunity, especially beyond Heathcote Junction. Our 
momentum carried us just past Broadford, and the only 
criteria used to power up was that we were running behind 
schedule, otherwise we could have made it to Seymour despite 
Tallarook Bank. 

At Seymour, the broad gauge was busy with an A class and 
X41 on the down Wodonga goods crossing the up Tocumwal 
goods at 23 54 while Seymour loop did not produce the 
expected cross with BM2. The next loop, Longwood, saw 
BM2 refuged behind a pair of NR locos as we passed through 
at 00 25 (22 53). From here it was green lights all the way to 
Albury at a steady 80-85 km/h, including 85 km/h up 
Glenrowan Bank. Only one piece of activity that was noted, 
was at Riggs Creek loop with X42-A78 on the up Wodonga 
goods. 

At Albury, the crew of PW4 mentioned that they were sup- 
posed to attach two louvre wagons containing dog food from 
Uncle Bens. Albury said that this was the first they had heard 
of it and the crew of PW4 contacted Adelaide for 
confirmation. No shunt required was the reply. 

We crossed 8171 on SM3 (Freight Corp) up goods while we 
were here and also received an intriguing piece of paper called 
a warning of receiving a Special Authority Order or SAO for 
short. Our departure from Albury was noted at 02 40 (01 31) 
with 160 km remaining to Junee. This length of track 
contains ten crossing loops. They are Table Top (914 m), 
Gerogery (1650 m), Culcairn (905 m), Henty (912 m), 
Yerong Creek (1660 m), The Rock (1180 m), Uranquinty 
(921 m), Wagga Wagga (1430 m), Bomen (950 m) and 
Harefield (904 m). 

One of the first impressions on departing from Albury is 
that there is no adjacent broad gauge and that the level 
crossing lights seem to be activated earlier than their 
Victorian counterparts. Not long into our foray into NSW, the 
newspaper print sidings at Etamoggah came and went. 

At Table Top we stopped to cross 8174 on SM2. Also at 
Table Top loop we were also issued with a Special Authority 
Order on account that the up departure signals will not clear 
caused by a semi trailer failing to negotiate the Olympic Way 
level crossing within the Table Top - Gerogery section and also 


rendering the level crossing warning lights and bell inopera- 
tive. At the accident site, the remains of the demolished relay 
hut was clearly evident and flag men were in attendance. 

Once past the accident site, our progress started to have a 
sense of urgency as we continually attempted to close the gap 
of our scheduled arrival of 05 35. We paused briefly at 
Gerogery loop, allowing the Melbourne bound XPT to pass 
at 03 55. 

At Wagga Wagga, we slowed for the numerous bridges 
spanning the Murrumbidgee River and adjacent flood plains. 
After Bowen loop, the sky began to lighten and we passed 
through a dip, which is sometimes called the hit and miss. 
This section is considered by some crews to be the trickiest 
part of the line from Albury to Junee. Arrival at Junee was at 
05 40, only five minutes late. 

At Junee after some rest at the barracks, I was disturbed by 
a late running SM5 (by about seven hours). With this I 
explored the town including the roundhouse which was 1.5 
km away. To a Victorian, the rare sight of a station which is 
still interlocked and has two signal boxes, mechanical signals 
and a train control office filled in the day. 

There was the southbound steel train which attached 
NR70, then crossed 8124 light engine (in NR colours) and 
waited for the northbound XPT. Freight Corp loco 4855 was 
also busy shunting in the ten road yard. During the late after- 
noon, 8166 on an up Freight Corp goods shunted and picked 
up some loading. 

Later that night, train control at Junee informed us that 
our homeward train BM4, was running about one hour late. 
At 21 11, NR85-NR49 turned up in front of BM4, only 30 
minutes late. It was time to travel south noting again our vital 
statistics. The train was 1183 metres long, 32 vehicles for 
2204 tonnes. It wasn’t long before we hit our stride, 116 
km/h by the time we reached Harefield, the first loop out of 
Junee. New South Wales allows freight trains to travel up to 
115 km/h, compared with the Victorian speed limit of 100 
km/h. 
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Near Bomen’s loop a Freight Corp terminal is situated. 
Closer to Wagga Wagga, the crew pointed out the lights of 
the prison and a juvenile detention centre. At Wagga Wagga, 
the up approach signal displayed a yellow aspect meaning 
normal line speed warning. Forewarned by Junee train 
control, the driver of BM4 knew that there was a cross 
coming up with MB2. The home arrival at Wagga Wagga 
loop displayed a red/red green aspect along with an indicator 
displaying ‘L’ for taking the loop. Half way along the loop is 
Wagga Wagga station. After a short wait, NRG6 and a second 
NR passed us by at 21 55 and like on all other occasions each 
driver told the other that their train was complete. 

Four loops further on, at Henty saw us cross 8174 on the 
CRT goods from North Altona at 22 33. We waited for the 
Sydney bound XPT at Gerogery loop at 22 57, despite the 
fact that it departs Albury at 23 15. This was due to two fac- 
tors. The first one was that the next stop, Table Top is only 
914 metres long and we were 269 metres over its length and 
the Special Authority Orders were still in force. The second 
factor was that the down departure signal at Gerogery loop 
cannot be cleared. A 10 km/h speed limit also still existed at 
the accident site. 

After the passage of the XPT at 23 44, we departed 
Gerogery loop once the SAO was issued at 23 52. We passed 
the accident site between Gerogery and Table Top loop, which 
then led us on to Albury where we arrived at 00 34 (23 10). 

At the outer extremity of Albury yard, BM4 took to the 
loop via the down shunting neck. This loop totals at around 
1450 metres. Adelaide train control had us wait for a double 
cross, due again to our length. MS4 should be the first to 
arrive at 800 metres long, with the problem being the second 
train was to be MB4 which is 1100 metres. While we waited 
on number three track, SM3 with 8177 in charge sneaked 
into the platform track. 

When the Chiltern loop extension has been completed, it 
will extend this loop from 892 to either 1600 or 1650 metres. 
This will hopefully alleviate this bottle neck. Other loops to 


receive the same treatment will be Glenrowan which is cur- 
rently 1045 m, Violet Town (891 m), Longwood (903 m), 
Wallan (881 m) and Somerton (910 m). Seymour has already 
been extended from 894 to 1468 metres. 

At 01 40, MB4 came in ahead of MS4 with NRG and a 
second NR. Once that had cleared, it was time to move on 
which I recorded at 01 50 (23 20). Notable highlights en 
route to Dynon were X33 on the down Wodonga goods just 
before Chiltern, PW4 down steel at Chiltern loop with 
NR12-NR at 02 19 (23 49) and NRG63-NR on MS4 at 
Alumatta loop at 02 43 (00 12). 

From there it was green all the way to Melbourne, arriving 
at Dynon terminal at 05 28 (03 35). On the way I recorded 
two speed checks. They were: Glenrowan Bank, 72 km/h and 


NR62-NR53 on the down goods climbs away from Seymour Loop on Sat.5.2 


Ce 


NR4-NR47 on an up goods tops Tallarook Bank as the 14 30 (8316) up Seymour pass. overtakes. Sun.6.2 
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Heathcote Junction at 78 km/h. We also passed some broad 
gauge activity at the Somerton cement siding and an A class 
loco shunting the GEB silos at Sunshine. 

We rolled to a stop at South Dynon at 05 28. A quick cut 
off and departure for the fuel point had to be accomplished as 
we were blocking PM5 (due at 03 10). We in turn were 
blocked by the up Maryvale paper train hauled by G526. 
Whilst running around to the fuel point, some semi-trailer 
drivers acted like vultures, already pouncing on some of the 
loading. Possibly they were there to take the bananas to where 
ever they were supposed to go. At 05 39 we arrived at the fuel 
point and the completion of my journey to Junee and return 
by National Rail. A special thank you to the loco crew who 
put up with my incessant questions. 
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ARHS WESTERN INDUSTRIAL 


SIDINGS TOUR 
— Sunday 3 October 1999 — 


REST 


yen 


a Bs 


A. West Coast Railway (WCR) 
carriages had been hired for use on the 
tour, a WCR conductor was also used. 
Being an ARHS member, | offered and 
was rostered to run the special train as 
conductor. Good planning meant that 


tan 


F317 at Boral siding. Sun.3.10.99 Brace Payne 


It promised to be a tour with a 
difference, and it was just that! 
Unusual motive power visiting 
destinations not normally graced 
by passenger trains proved to be 
a popular combination, and 
attracted a near sellout crown of 


ain = Sis 


(with star attraction F317 attached) 
was assembled, but stabled in the 
yard. 

Centre of attention was our little 
locomotive, described in the tour notes 
as a ‘self propelled power station’. It 


the carriages to be used were worked nearly 200 passengers could almost be described as a cross 
to Melbourne early in the week to between a diesel and a small loco- 
ensure a run through the CMD motive, with its diesel power plant and 
carwash (fairly difficult now due to Craig Haber coupled driving wheels. Entering 
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crew shortages). 

Although plans were affected by the 
derailment on the western standard gauge line near Elders 
Block Point on Fri.1.10, the subsequent disruptions to WCR 
services saw the BKs and BRS on Saturday morning service 
8207 terminated to Lara and returned to Melbourne, giving 
the pass. yard plenty of time to marshall them on the special 
train. Hence, by the time service 8246 ex-Warrnambool 
arrived at Spencer Street on Saturday night, the special 
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> service on 2.12.54, F317 was among 
the first diesel electric locomotives in Victoria, and is today 
presented in its early 1950s black and red colour scheme by 
custodian Seven-O-Seven Operations. Our train consist of 
F317, BK700, BRS225, BK714 and BK711 was docked in 
the platform before my arrival at 08 45 Sunday morning. 

Tour manager Bruce Payne and his team were in position 
completing their preparations as I started the diesel- 
alternator under the BRS, and completed stocking the 


train. Lighting in the BK cars is from batteries charged by 
axle-driven generators, and as the speed would be low and 
stops frequent, I left most of the lights off in these cars, to 
prevent the batteries going flat. An early problem surfaced — 
the BES appeared to be low on water. This was not the case 
though — our carriage water systems are pressurised off the 
main reservoir air supply — this had not been put through the 


train. Older railwaymen tell me F’s were not noted for their 
ability to supply air — normal practice was to couple them to 
long rakes of wagons, put the air through and take tucker — 
the 60 minutes or so would be required to pump air through 
the train! F317 had no such difficulty, and after a radio check 
and brief discussion of the day’s arrangements with the loco 
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F317 waits at the Maribyrnong River terminal 


A79-A7I cross F317 on the special as they arrive at Boral siding, Deer Park. A very rare working Both photos Bruce Payne 


crew and organiser, the time quickly rolled around to that 
advertised in the § circular. 

With preparations complete and a ‘bottom yellow’ on the 
departure signal, I duly asked the platform supervisors ‘can 
we have the tip please, we’re ready to go?’ and we departed 
on time, starting what would be a most interesting day! 

Proceeding north, F317 tackled the day’s first challenge in 
style, powering over the North Melbourne loco flyover, 
stopping on the western side. With Operations Officer David 
Kerry at the rear of the train, we pushed back behind the 
former hump to the base of West Tower, on the edge of 
National Rail’s steel terminal. NR’s gantry cranes ‘Bill’ and 
‘Ben’ stood idle as we proceeded forward onto the Canal 


bridge for the first photostop of the day, which included an 
unexpected bonus. C505 stood on the adjacent Canal track 
in its new NR colours, allowing the photographers to 
photograph the largest and smallest developments in VR 
diesel-electric traction side-by-side. The BK’s low level steps 
got the first of many work-outs for the day — these were ideal 
for such a day where much boarding and alighting would 
occur. After the 12 minute photostop we proceeded behind 
the South Dynon locomotive depot, where G543 in its green 
Freight Victoria colours was sighted stabled adjacent to WCR 
blue R711 on the broad gauge turntable. We pushed back 
across Footscray Road and around the sharp curves onto the 
Appleton Dock line, stop-ping at 10 28. Originally it was 
planned to run loco first onto the line and do a runaround on 
the dock, but the presence of the Patrick’s train (headed by a 
CLP loco) prevented this move. A walk-forward photostop 
was held under the CityLink bridges, picking up the 
passengers and departing the scene at 10 47. We again 
proceeded forward and any who 
missed seeing G543 the first time had 
another chance to do so as we ran 
behind the loco depot and proceeded 
through the freight terminal. Before 
crossing the Maribyrnong River bridge 
(above trackage to be covered later in 
the day), I switched on the lights in the 
BK’s in readiness for the Bunbury 
Street tunnel, emerging under Foots- 
cray station at 11 OL. 

Continuing to Tottenham Yard, we 
had gained some time on the schedule, giving the opportunity 
for an extra photostop. Passengers happily detrained at 11 15 
and re-boarded for departure 8 minutes later. After passing 
Tottenham B Box at 11 28 (still 2 minutes ahead of time), we 
made steady progress through Sunshine at 11 33, then ran 
along the north line through Deer Park at 11 46, reaching 
Deer Park West Junction at 1155. 

Passengers again detrained for a walk-forward photostop at 
the junction, and we ran forward to pick them up on the Boral 
siding, continuing at 12 05. The cows on the Boral property 
wisely chose to stay away as we slowly wandered down the 
siding track. A fire was burning near the junction — the fire 
brigade were noted in attendance shortly afterwards. F317 
ran around the train using the loop just short of the works, 
and pushed the train back, stopping before the overhead 
ballast loading facility. 

After time for more photos and a quick inspection of the 
facility, another bonus was offering — a ballast train was due, 
so we pulled forward into the loop as A79-A71 rolled in with 
a rake of hoppers, completing a rare cross on the siding. The 
main line again beckoned, so after all passengers were back on 
board we returned to the junction, departing and taking the 
south track at 13 07. 

Shortly afterwards, our crew advised me that a 30 minute 
WLC was anticipated at Brooklyn, so would we like another 
photostop at the Sunshine GEB silo? Indeed we would, and so 
we did from 13 22-35, before continuing to Brooklyn, 
arriving at 13 40. The WLC became another impromptu 
photostop — some walked forward while others used train 
doorways to capture Great Northern’s immaculate GM22 
leading ASR’s CLP12 and CLF8 on a long down goods. 
A brief audio duel was held — the F’s ‘peep peep’ whistle was 
no match for that of the mighty GM! 

After exchanging the staffs and continuing at 14 10, we 
made our way down the dual-gauge east line to Newport, 
where a wait was required for a path into the workshops. 
Continuing at 14 31, we crossed the Geelong line via the up 
platform, and entered the shops. F317 cut off the train and 
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The cows on the Boral 
property wisely chose to stay 
away as we slowly wandered 

down the siding track. 

A fire was burning near the 
function... 
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ran to a siding for servicing, while 707’s red and black Y127 
hauled the train past the Harris greaser into the garden plat- 
form at 14 39 — a move required by the lack of runaround at 
the garden platform. 

While some passengers inspected this impressive site, 
others enjoyed BBQ sausages on offer during our stay. The 
day had been planned with Y127 on standby if F317 could 
not make the distance, but the little loco had performed fault- 
lessly thus far, and hence returned to the train. 

Following positioning for photos with the clock tower in 
the background, the passengers were boarded and we con- 
tinued on our way at 15 01. We were by now 36 minutes late, 
and anticipating more delays en route. After a brief wait for a 
path across Newport, we continued through the platform at 
15 15, taking the broad gauge west line towards Brooklyn. 
More discussion with the crew revealed that we were to be 
run-through by NR light locos ex-Spotswood, these would 
cross a down goods at Tottenham Loop, and we would in turn 
cross this goods at Brooklyn. The light 
NR’s ran through (complete with cow- 
bell clanging) prior to our arrival at 
Brooklyn at 15 27. 

As was the trend all day, this cross 
quickly became a photostop, with 
NR97 leading another NR west on 
train 9823. After exchanging the staffs 
once more, the loco climbed the 
lengthy embankment, surrendering 
the staff at Tottenham ‘B’ Box at 
15 54, proceeding again through the 
Bunbury Street tunnel (get those lights on in the BK’s!) to 
South Kensington, and continuing via Spion Kop to the 
Melbourne Yard arrivals to runaround. 

The A’s and their ballast (ex-Boral) were stabled on a 
nearby road while the loco changed ends between 16 12 and 
16 24, now 21 minutes late. Entering the pass. lines at South 
Kensington, we proceeded over the Maribyrnong River bridge 
and ran on to the siding, stopping for a photostop adjacent 
to the river from 16 33 to 16 41. Joggers and walkers were 
most surprised by the presence of our colourful train (black 
loco, blue BK’s and orange BRS), and many heads were 
turned as we slowly continued down the siding, reaching the 
buffers at 16 47. 

Briquette and grain hoppers were present as we completed 
the obligatory ‘end of line’ shot before pushing back and 
running around, departing at 17 01. An offer from the crew 
for a final photostop on the siding was politely declined by the 
tour organiser, as we were close to on time and didn’t want to 
lose our path, and thus we continued to proceed towards the 
junction, engaging in some spirited parallel running with the 
motor launch Blackbird on the river — the captain of this boat 
being known to internet railfans (many of which were present 
on the train) for his regular sightings of workings on this 
siding. 

After a one minute stop at the junction, we proceeded back 
onto the pass. lines, continuing via North Melbourne back 
to Spencer Street platform 8, arriving four minutes early at 
17 21 

Thus ended a successful and most enjoyable day. I would 
like to thank F317’s crew, Noel Bamford and Darren Wood 
and also Operations Officer David Kerry for their co- 
operation throughout the day. It was very much a train run by 
enthusiasts, for enthusiasts, and this made the day enjoyable 
for the crews and passengers alike. It was a pleasure to be 
involved in such a trip and a credit to our Society. Thanks 
also to Seven-O-Seven Operation for making star attraction 
F317 possible. Well done to Bruce Payne and his helpers for 
an excellent tour! 
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EF CLASS LOCOMOTIVES 
— A brief history — 


T.. Victorian Railways had intro- 
duced ten of these 350 hp 0-6-0 diesel- 
electric shunting locomotives built by 
the English firm of English Electric Co 
Ltd Broadford, England, the first of 
which entered serviced on 6 September 
1951 being the first diesel-electric 


The inspiration for this article 
comes from the vecent trip 
I made on the ARHS 
Western Sidings Industrial Tour 
featuring loco F317 on 
Sunday 3 October 1999 


several colour schemes and nearly 40 
years of service. 


PERSONAL 
RECOLLECTIONS OF F317 
(F208) 


Throughout the ARHS Western 


locomotive in use by the Victorian 
Railways with the last of the ten units 
in service during 1952. The April 
1952 Victorian Railways Newsletter stated that the ten shunters 
had aggregated more than 20,000 hours of continuous service 
since September 1951, the locomotives proved more than 
their reliability in their use as Melbourne yard and dock 
shunters. 

The F class locomotives had a top speed of 20 mph or 32 
km/h, the primary source of motive power was the 350 hp 
diesel engine coupled to an electric generator which provided 
electricity to two traction 
motor driving wheels which 
in turn were connected to the 
other wheels by a side or 
connecting rod, somewhat 
looking similar to a steam 
locomotive. These loco- 
motives were equipped with 
dual controls for use as one- 
man operation, however they 
had a crew of two with a 
small cab area. 

The F_ class were 
numbered F310-319 from 
their inception and were 
renumbered F201-210 as a 
result of the S class diesel- 
electric locomotives in 1957, 
which were numbered in the 
300 series in keeping with 
the former S class steam 
locomotives. 

The State Electricity Com- 
mission of Victoria had also 
purchased six locomotives 
that were copies of the F class 
and numbered SEC 1-6 and 
were used for shunting at 
their Newport, Morwell and 
Yallourn power plants. 

During 1957, SEC 3 was 
sold to the Victorian Rail- 
ways and renumbered 211, 
with SEC 4, 5 and 6 sold to 
the Victorian Railways in 
1959 and ran with their SEC numbers for about twelve 
months before being renumbered F212-214. In 1971, the last 
two SEC engines, Nos. 1 and 2 were sold to the Victorian 
Railways and renumbered F215-216. The first F class locos, 
206, 210 and 214 were scrapped in June 1981, and by the 
late 1980s the F class were all withdrawn from service after 
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F317 shunting at Victoria Dock VR News Letter, April 1952 


Sidings Tour on 3 October 1999, I 
kept thinking about the number of 
times I fired and drove F208 during 
my time at the South Dynon Locomotive Depot. This 
particular locomotive sticks out in my mind, as I was involved 
in two collisions in which both times I was the fireman on this 
loco. 

The first collision occurred in October 1984 when shunting 
at the diesel maintenance shops at South Dynon when we 
were setting back short end on the F class towards the canal 
roads with no air through the rake of vehicles (this was the 
practice depending on the 
road). We were shunting 
when the Y class on the Canal 
pilot started to bear down on 
us on the main track that ran 
from the fuel point to the 
Canal yard. I said to the 
driver who was not looking, 
“red light”, but with no air 
through the train we were 
pushed with little retardation 
and at that point the driver of 
the Y class decided that he 
could avoid a collision — and 
gave it eight notches (he was 
light engine). 

Unfortunately the long end 
fireman’s side of the Y class 
came into a violent collision 
with the short end driver's 
side of the F class, the poor F 
class was no match for the 
Y class with the shunters’ 
steps and handrails ‘missing’, 
while the Y class received no 
more than damage to the 
paintwork. Believe it or not 
this was covered up and both 
drivers have long since left 
the job. 

The second collision, less 
serious than the first, occur- 
red on one of my favorite 
jobs, the ‘Trimmer’ — this was 
because this pilot was usually 
an F class. Whilst going to retrieve some wrongly dis- 
patched vehicles in one of the balloon loops on the hump 
yard the speed was misjudged by the driver and we hit a 
rake of vehicles at approximately 10 km/h. I got the whistle 
lever on the fireman’s side, needless to say that I was not 
impressed. 
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I fired on the Trimmer pilot on Show Day in 1984 with 
F208. I remember well as this was the last day the Tait trains 
ran in any numbers all over the place, and I recall 3-car Taits 
to St Albans, Broadmeadows and Upfield, all observed from 
F208 or the Trimmer cabin (still there in 2000). When IJ think 
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of the F class, I immediately recall the thought of the Trimmer 
pilot when the hump foreman would announce over the 
PA ‘calling the Trimmer’, which meant ‘work’. 

All long gone but the cherished thoughts will never be 
forgotten. 


F316 shunting near Dudley 
Street signal box on 
Fri.10.5.57 as E367 waits 
nearby Late John L. Buckland 


F208 shunting at Spencer 
Street on Sun.15.9.63 
Barry Eadie 


F215-F205 enjoy the sun at 
the Wodonga Loco on 
Wed.2.10.74 Late Geoff Bryson 
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THE MANY STATES OF THE NR 


NR87-NR2 near Dahlen on Thurs.23.7.98 
Greg Sweeney 


NRIO on BY4 at Broadford on Sun.15.11.98 
Greg Sweeney 


NR58-NR59 at the Dynon provisioning centre 
on Mon.8.11.99 Steve Munro 


NR6-101-89 leads MB4 through the curves at 
Kilmore East on Tues.24.11.98 Greg Sweeney 


NR6-14 on BM4 climb out of the dip at 
Shepherds (NSW) on Fri.23.1.98 Greg Sweeney 


NR52 arrives at Sey’ r with the Ghan on 
an exhibition run on Sun.8.11.98 Michael Bray 


Two NR class haul their long west-bound goods 
across the causeway past Lake Knockout near 
Port Augusta on Tues.8.9.98 D Maynard 


NR64-108-45 between Wandong and Kilmore 
East on a down north-bound goods on 
Sun.14.2.99 Steve Munro 
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OPERATIONS 


An overview of recent sightings and observations 


With a maximum load, GNR’s 22 and Austrac’s 4814 race through Seymour 
Loop with 4SM7.Thurs.2.3 Peter Foote 


NORTH-EAST STANDARD 
GAUGE - Mangalore 


Each of the different rail operators of 
Sydney to Melbourne freight services 
now seem to have their own 
locomotives, which does provide 
variety, but also predictability. As a 
general rule National Rail’s trains are 
hauled by combinations of NR’s with 
the occasional 81 or DL, FreightCorp 
is back to single 81’s and the CRT 
goods train is now hauled by 
FreightCorp’s 82 class locomotives 
(first observed on Thurs.20.1 with 
loco number 8213). The Austrac 
services are hauled by EL’s and Freight 
Australia’s Bandiana superfreighter is 
usually hauled by a single G class. 


National Rail’s DL class has become 
very elusive, with only two sightings 
during February and early March, and 
the same with the 81 class, with only 
a single sighting. Of interest though 
was the appearance of ex-V/Line X 
class locomotives hauled dead behind 
some NR class locos. These occurred 
on Thurs.17.2 at 08 37 with NR4- 
NR-X45 and Thurs.2.3 at 07 03 by 
NR-NR-X38. 


VIOLET TOWN TRIPLE CROSS 


Violet Town Loop saw a rare triple 
cross on Sun.20.2 due to the closure of 
Longwood Loop for extension works. 
NR94-NR74-NR41 arrived on an up 
steel train at 17 15. At 17 38 a down 


superfreighter hauled by NR69-NR93 
arrived and waited for the up XPT to 
arrive behind the steel train on the 
main line. With the departure of the 
down superfreighter, the up steel ran 
forward, then set back into the loop 
road, allowing the XPT to run 
through at 17 55. 


AUSTRAC GOODS SM7/MS7 


The SM7/MS7 Austrac goods provided 
the bulk of the standard gauge 
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highlights towards the end of 
February and the start of March. 
Locomotive power included the 
Austrac 48’s and GNRS’ GM and T 
classes. Also ELG3 has been noted 
hauling these trains during March. 
Sightings at Mangalore have included: 


Thurs.17.2 at 09 33: EL54-4818 on 
SM7 


Sat.19.2 at 19 15: GM27 (GNRS)-EL- 
EL54 on MS7 


Thurs.2.3 at 11 00: GM22 (GNRS)- 
4814 on an SM7 


Sat.4.3 at 09 55: EL-EL54 on SM7. 
On Thurs.2.3 the return working was 
by GM22 and T378, both in GNRS 
colours, as a result of Austrac’s 4814 
failing at Somerton. The train 


departed from Melbourne late at 
22 00. 


WESTERN STANDARD 
GAUGE - Dimboola - 
Gheringhap - Inverleigh 


INVERLEIGH BALLAST TRAINS 
— Correction and update 


In last month’s issue under the 
heading of Inverleigh ballast trains, it 
was reported that locomotives GM27 
and J103 had arrived in Adelaide on 
Thurs.10.1. The date should have 
been Thurs.10.2. 


Two days after this, on Sat.12.2, 
Great Northern Rail Services’ T381 


CLP14-CLF4 at Gheringhap on 9756 superfreighter on Tues.8.2 Tricia Avé 
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X49 in Freigh 


t Victoria’s colours leads G252 0 


ut of North Geelong Yard on 


Thurs.6.1 Tricia Avé 


and GM22 took up the running of the 
ballast trains after being transferred to 
Inverleigh behind CLF4 and CLP14 
on Patricks’ MA3/9755. They were 
sighted again on Thurs.17.2 returning 
to Melbourne on Patricks’ AM3/9756 
service, behind CLF1 and CLP12, 
passing Gheringhap at 11 38. No 
further locos have yet been reported 
returning west to resume these ballast 
workings. 


MORE UNCOMMON LOCOS 


The list of unusual locos to the 
Western standard gauge during 
February included Y152 behind green 
G529 on the down Dimboola goods, 
9791 on Wed.23.2, through 
Gheringhap at 00 18. The Y was not 
seen on this train arrived at its 
destination, so it was probably taken 
off at Maroona, and taken to Portland 
to take up shunting duties. On 
Sat.4.3, H3 was seen as part of the 
motive power of the return service, 
9792, along with G532. Once again 
the H was not part of the train upon 
departure from Dimboola, so it too 
may have originated at Portland. 


On the same day, the up Patricks’ 
service AM3/9756 included another 


unusual loco, CFCLA’s former 
Australian National EL63 in its new 
silver and blue livery. 


March saw the first reported visit 
of freshly painted X and T class 
locomotives to the Western standard 
gauge. On Thurs.16.3, the motive 


power for the Dynon to Dimboola 
goods (9791) was G537 (V/Line 
livery), X45 (Freight Australia livery) 
and T399 (Freight Victoria livery). 
Although this train usually arrives at 
Dimboola as light locos, on this 
occasion the train included a rake of 
about a dozen container wagons 
loaded with Tolls and TNT containers 
and stabled in number three road in 
Dimboola yard for the day. 


At 16 00, G537 was sent off 
towards Horsham, light loco, to form 
the up goods to Dynon, 9792, and the 
X and T were coupled behind G520 
to provide the power for a loaded 
Dimboola to Portland grain, 9784, 
which departed at 16 30. The loaded 
container wagons were to continue on 
to Adelaide as Freight Australia’s train 
number 9761. The motive power used 
was not recorded, although G class 
locomotives usually run this service. 
(NF) 


WESTERN BROAD GAUGE 
WEST COAST RAILWAY 


S311 was released from West Coast 
Railway’s Ballarat East workshops on 
Tues.1.2 after repairs to some damage 
caused by a level crossing accident on 
Australia Day. It was added to Freight 
Australia’s up Cowangie gypsum 
train, 9138, behind X48, X34, H4 
and §306 early the next morning for 
its return to North Geelong Yard. 


Also on the same day, B61 failed 
whilst hauling WCR’s 8232 up 
Warrnambool passenger service soon 


An unusual shot for Victoria at present, NR76-NR21-NRI06 on 9724 up steel train 
at Gerang Gerung in the rain on Sat.4.9.99 Julian Insall 


after leaving Geelong station. 
Eventually it was able to limp into 
North Shore station, where the 
passengers were detrained to catch a 
following up service. Geelong pass. 
pilot Y163 was sent to retrieve the 
stricken train and haul it back to 
Geelong. This loco was rostered to 
lead 8237 down Warrnambool pass. 
from Geelong, but now could not. 
Eventually FA’s S301 was sent from 
Melbourne and was combined with 
B61 to head the pass. As $301 cannot 
lead, the train was driven from B61 in 
the front and the S provided the 
power. 


They returned on 8220 up pass. the 
next morning, Wed.2.2, and were 
relieved at Geelong by $311 that had 
arrived earlier from Ballarat East, as 
explained above. 


Both of these locos were then added 
to the down Cowangie gypsum train, 
9137, that evening, to form the 
combination of X34-X48-S301-S306- 
B61. The B was taken off at Ballarat 
East and admitted to the workshops 
for repairs. It was outshopped two 
days later on Fri.4.2. 

Other movements at Ballarat East 
during February included both 
PCP292 and PCP294 being fitted 
with reconditioned bogies on Wed.2.2 
and Thurs.24.2 respectively. 


Freight Australia’s A77 came in for 
repainting into the new livery on 
Fri.4.2 and was released three weeks 
later. B76 was released on Thurs.10.2 
after being fitted with power bogies 
taken from $300, which was placed on 
transfer bogies. S302 was shopped on 
Mon.21.2 and out on Fri.25.2 after 
routine maintenance. 


Former V/Line B75 that had been 
stored at Ballarat East for a number of 
years was transferred to Great 
Northern Railways’ Bendigo facility 
on Fri.25.2. 

The final movement noted during 
February was the return of $311, in 
for routine service, on Fri.25.2. 


$311 returned to Melbourne on 
Wed.8.3 when it led T369 and 
carriages ACZ255 and WAL951, an 
ex-Western Australian Commissioners’ 
Car. (DMc, AL) 


STEAM LOCO R711 


Wed.15.3 saw WCR’s steam 
locomotive, R711, as second engine on 
the Tottenham Yard to North Geelong 
Yard goods, 9240. The lash up was 
X34-R711-T396-X52, and upon 
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A77-A7I on an up Tocumwal goods at Shepparton on Mon.6.3. A77 is in the new 
Freight Australia livery Peter Foote 


arrival the R was turned at Geelong 
Loco and then returned to Melbourne, 
light engine, following the 

11 30 up pass. 


The previous day, R711 had run 
from Ballarat East, via Bacchus 
Marsh, to Melbourne, light engine, 
and on following day (Thurs.16.3) it 
was observed heading a four carriage 
consist, on a test run, through North 
Geelong at 11 08. (NE AL) 


COWANGIE GYPSUM TRAINS 
9137/9138 


During February, triple S class 
locomotives were reported on these 
trains for the first time in many years. 
X31-S306-S307 and $310 led the up 
movement on Thurs.24.2 and on 
Sat.26.2 another X-S-S-S combination 
was observed. (GE) 


NORTH 
DENILIQUIN GOODS 9083/9084 


G-X combinations continue to be the 
dominant motive power on the 
Deniliquin goods trains. The only 
exceptions reported during February 
were G-X-X combinations seen on 
9083 on Wed.2.2 (G524-X47-X40) 
and on 9084 on Thurs.10.2 (G523- 
X44-X33). 


SWAN HILL GOODS 9080/9280 


The line from Bendigo to Swan Hill 
sees one scheduled goods train in each 
direction each day during the week 
(Mon. to Fri.). The down train 
originates in North Geelong Yard and 


is numbered 9080, and the return 
movement terminates at North 
Geelong Yard as 9280. Both of these 
trains still operate via Tottenham Yard 
in Melbourne. The line also hosts 
passenger trains to and from Spencer 
Street seven days a week. 


A single N class locomotive 
regularly hauls the passenger trains, 
but the power on the goods trains can 
be more interesting. Although up to 
five locomotives have been reported 
on these trains, the G class still led 
exclusively in reports received during 
February. 


On Sat.12.2 five locos were in 
charge of 9080 in the form of G516- 
P20-S307-X34-X33 leading 44 grain 
wagons, on Sat.19.2 there were four 
with G525-S310-X52-S301 on 9280 
and the following day a 48 wagon 
9280 was led by G525-X47-S301- 
X52. 


BOORT GOODS 9077/9078 


These trains continue to boast a 
variety of engines, with P20, P23, 
X33, X44 and Y157 all appearing at 
least once each during February. 


STEAMRAIL TRIP TO ECHUCA 


Steamrail operated a day trip on 
Sat.5.2 from Spencer Street to Echuca 
via Toolamba, with the return journey 
though Bendigo, Castlemaine, 
Maryborough, Ballarat and Bacchus 
Marsh. The motive power for the trip 
was $313 and the consist included 
AK500, BKL600, BK, BRS14 and 
Norman. The talking point of this tour 


was that it was $313’s first outing in a 
new American ‘Santa Fe’ inspired 
yellow and blue livery. 

The train departed Melbourne ten 
minutes late at 08 25, but was able to 
record a ten minute early arrival at 
Echuca at 12 50. Upon arrival, the 
loco, Norman and BRS14 were all 
turned while many of the passengers 
enjoyed a paddlesteamer cruise on the 
Murray River. Departure for the trip 
south was on time at 15 00, and after 
a brief stop at Bendigo, it departed at 
17 03 for Castlemaine. Despite an 
hour long wait at Maryborough to 
cross a down wheat train hauled by 
G512, the tour arrived only five 
minutes late at Spencer Street at 


23 14. (GW, NF) 


NORTH EAST BROAD 
GAUGE - Mangalore - 
Nagambie - Shepparton 


LEVEL CROSSING ACCIDENT 
AT NAGAMBIE 


On Tues.25.1 a west-bound utility 
collided with the leading carriage of 
the 09 05 down Shepparton pass., 
8307, on the Nagambie - Locksley 
Road. The road vehicle was 

extensively damaged, but the train 

remained on the rails. The down 
Tocumwal goods, 9351, which was 
waiting for line clear at Seymour, was 
blocked from proceeding and this 
train later crossed with the up 
Tocumwal goods, 9352, which was the 
first train through the accident site. 
The loco involved in the accident was 
worked back to Melbourne. 
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Shepparton on Thurs.13.1 Cleve Marys 


S CLASS SIGHTINGS 


The 43-year-old S class locomotives 
made several appearances in the early 
new year, hauling grain and freight 
from either the North East or 
Goulburn Valley. The sightings during 
the period were concluded by 
Steamrail’s $313 on a special charter 
to Echuca in its new livery (refer to 
‘Steamrail Trip to Echuca’ above). 
The following is a summary of the 
sightings, all taken at Mangalore: 


Mon.10.1 at 18 53: X44-S301-X48 
on up Goulburn Valley (GV) extra 
grain 


The view from the grain silo of A73-X5I on a down goods at Murchison East on 


Sat.29.1 


Peter Foote 


117 


Thurs.13.1 at 00 10: A78-S301-P20- 
P21 on up GV goods 


Thurs.13.1 at 14 03: A-P-S306 on 
down GV goods 


Fri.14.1 at 08 35: P21-S307-A78 on 
down GV goods 


Sun.16.1 at 20 30: A79-S307 on up 
North East grain 


Sat.22.1 at 18 30: X40 (FA)-S307- 
S301 on up extra grain 


Sat.5.2 at 09 59: $313 on down 
Echuca bound special pass. 


During February and early March the 
S class appeared spasmodically on the 
North Geelong to Oaklands block 
grain service. The highlight of these 
workings was X32 and $306 on 
Mon.6.3. The 11 40 up Tocumwal 
goods, 9352, has of late regularly 
featured a double A class locomotive 
combination. The second up 
Tocumwal goods, 9354, regularly 
attaches a main line engine at 
Seymour that had been detached off 
9353, or it detaches loading that is 
collected by the following up 
Wodonga goods, 9250. This loading 
has always been noted as grain. (PF) 


SHEPPARTON 


On Tues.8.2 the up Tocumwal goods, 
9354, was sighted at Shepparton 
behind A85-P21 and P19. On 
Sun.20.2 at 11 00, X49 and A81, 
both in FV colours were stabled in 

Shepparton yard on a down goods, 

and N465 was stabled on an up 

passenger train. (CC) 


iv AS 


A85-X36 on 9352 Tocumwal - Dynon goods on the up between Broadford and 
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Kilmore East. Thurs.13.1 Cleve Matys 


PIONEER QUARRY TRAIN 


On Fri.10.3, G527 ran out of fuel on 
its way to Kilmore East while leading 
the Pioneer block quarry train, 9317. 
X44 and A79 were sent out to rescue 
it, and as a result, the return working, 
9318, was running about four hours 
late when observed at Craigieburn at 
15 00. Observations suggest that 11 
00 is a more usual time for this train 
at this location. The locomotives were 
marshalled as G-X-A compared to the 
normal motive power on this train 
being a single G class. (MB) 


DELAYS 
On Sat.19.2, X46 failed at Broad- 


meadows on the down Shepparton 
goods, 9353. Relief loco X49 was 
attached to the front of A81 and 
proceeded north; noted at Mangalore 
at 15 15, approximately 210 minutes 
late. This delay also blocked the 
following Pioneer quarry train, hauled 
predictably by G543. Due to the late 
running of the quarry train, once 
loaded, it had to wait for the 15 25 up 
Shepparton passenger service, 8324, 
to pass the quarry. (PF) 


METROPOLITAN AREA 


LONG ISLAND STEEL TRAINS 


As expected the four BL’s continued 
to run the steel trains, however, there 
were a few unusual times and one 
interesting combination. 

On Thurs.10.2, BL30-BL32 on the 


up loaded coil train, 9552, passed 
through Frankston at 08 10, over five 


oo eeee 


hours late. The main reason for this 
was the late running of WP2 slab 
train from Port Kembla, causing 9555 
to also run late. 


Fri.11.2 saw BL30-BL32-BL29 on 
9552 also run late through Frankston 
at 08 10 with only 12 RKLX coil 
wagons. This was the first sighting of 
triple BLs for a number of months. 


Also on Fri.11.2, BL34-BL32 were 
on 9553, seen at 14 45. All four BLs 
were observed on this day on separate 
trains. 

On Thurs.17.2, BL29-BL30 were 
on 9553 at 11 30 and observed again, 


eee eee eee o ere eee eee ee eee ere ee eee eee eseeeeseeeeesresrereeesreseeseesesreeeeeeeeeeseeeeee 


returning on 9556 at 13 30, running 
to an earlier schedule. 

Loading is now back to normal with 
slab trains running six days a week 
(Sunday to Friday) and coil trains 
running every day. Scrap loading to 
Port Kembla has stopped since the 
start of the year for an unknown 
reason. 


BL30-BL32 ran all the trains from 
the beginning of the month until the 
change on Fri.11.2. Combinations as 
at Wed.23.2 are BL29-BL30 and 
BL34-BL32. On Wed.23.2, BL29- 
BL30 ran both 9553 and 9556. (RMc) 


SOUTH EAST - 
Murrumbeena 

On the evening of Thurs.9.3 A81 and 
T409, both in green and gold livery, 
crawled past Murrumbeena at 21 32 
with the down Morwell freight, 9459. 
Earlier in the day, the Pioneer block 
quarry train passed on the up early at 
08 48 (usually passes after 09 00) 
behind a grubby G527. After all the 
effort to get a completely green train, 
it has now been disrupted with a few 
brown wagons and V/Line liveried G 
class locomotives reappearing. See the 
sightings for the North East broad 
gauge above for further adventures of 
this train later in the day. 

Just after 19 00 on the same day, a 
two car Traralgon passenger train 
passed on the up. This was a ‘Football 
Special’ train operating to Spencer 
Street station in conjunction with the 
first game of football at the new 
Colonial Stadium. Specials also ran 


The 113 year old bridge at Stratford groans under the weight of T400 on a down 
Hillside goods. Wed.8.3 Jeff Bounds 


from Geelong, Ballarat, Seymour and 
Bendigo for the occasion, and were 
scheduled to operate for other football 
games at the stadium and the Barbra 
Streisand concerts the following week. 


MARYVALE PAPER TRAIN 
9461/9462 


On Sat.11.3 green duo A81 and A77 
led the Maryvale paper train, 9461. 
A81 is still in Freight Victoria livery 
and A77 is in the modified Freight 
Australia colours. 

Two days later the same train was led 
by A81-A77-T409-P22, running to 
the Saturday timetable due to the 
public holiday for Labour Day. T409 
is also in the new green and gold 
livery. (MB) 


LOCO OPERATIONS ON 
BAIRNSDALE LINE 
RE-COMMENCE 


On Mon.31.1, siding conditions 
between Sale and Hillside were 
cancelled and train staff and ticket 
working was instituted (although train 
staff tickets will not be issued for this 
line section). The train staff for the 
section is engraved ‘Sale - Bairnsdale’. 

The line between Hillside and 
Bairnsdale remains booked out of 
service. A baulk has been provided on 
the main line at the down end of 
Hillside Siding at 263.200 km. A 
master key was provided for the Sale - 
Hillside section on Mon.24.1. 


Level crossing protection at the 
following level crossings was 


Pe ee 
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recommissioned for use from 
Mon.31.1: Raglan Street, Maffra 
Road, Myrtle Bank Road, McAllister 
Road, Hobson Street, Princes 
Highway and Dargo-Fernbank Road. 
A maximum speed of 50 km/h will 
apply over the line, subject to any 
lesser speed restriction. A speed 
restriction of 10 km/h applies over the 
Avon River bridge at Stratford. 


The maximum axle load permitted 
over the line is 17.5 tonnes (ie. T class 


and lighter). 


Down home signal post ‘A’ at 
Stratford and the up home signal at 
Fernbank were abolished. The up end 
points at Stratford and the down end 
points at Fernbank were spiked and 
secured with a lockable clip. Vehicles 
cannot be stabled on the main line at 
Hillside. 


Road Transferable Locomotive 
(RTL) operations to Hillside ended 
with the introduction of T Class locos 
on Mon.31.1. 


V/LINE PASSENGER GRAND 
PRIX SERVICES 


V/Line Passenger ran the following 
additional trains on Sun.12.3 for 
people attending the Australian Grand 
Prix motor race at Albert Park: 


08 30 Geelong to Spencer Street: 
stopped at North Geelong and Lara 

09 00 Bacchus Marsh to Spencer 
Street: stopped at Melton 


08 15 Bendigo to Spencer Street: 
stopped at Castlemaine, Kyneton, 


Woodend, Gisborne, Sunbury and 
Sydenham 


17 05 Spencer Street to Geelong: 
stopped all stations, Little River to 
Geelong. 

16 55 Spencer Street to Bacchus 
Marsh: stopped at Melton 

16 50 Spencer Street to Bendigo: 
stopped Sydenham, Sunbury, 


Gisborne, Woodend, Kyneton and 
Castlemaine. 


ADDITIONAL TRAINS FOR 
BARBRA STREISAND 
CONCERT 


V/Line Passenger ran the following 
additional trains on Wed.15.3 and 
Fri.17.3 for people attending the 
Barbra Streisand Concert held at the 
Colonial Stadium: 

17 10 from Seymour 

16 45 from Traralgon 

23 03 to Geelong 

23 00 to Ballarat 

23 06 to Bendigo 

23 00 to Seymour 

23 00 to Traralgon 


OVERLAND SERVICES 


Further to p.70 of the March issue. 
The restricted Overland service 
continued into March and did not run 
in either direction on the following 
dates — 6, 7, 14, 20, 21, 27 and 28. 
Services were run on Mon.13.3 to 
cater for Labour Day holiday traffic. 


T371-T374 at Kilmany on the up 18 00 goods ex Sale. Thurs.9.12.99 Jeff Bounds 
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VICTORIAN HERITAGE 
REGISTER 


Continuing with the items listed 

related to the rail industry: 

mw H1594 St Arnaud railway station 
(1879). Queens Avenue, St Arnaud 


m H1719 Former St Kilda railway 
station complex (1857, 1881-82). 
Corner Canterbury Road and Fitzroy 
Street, St Kilda. To the extent of the 
buildings being the main building, 
train hall, section of platform to 
Fitzroy Street and bluestone retain- 
ing wall; and the land defined by the 
Heritage Council. 


= H1439 Railway trestle bridge 
(1899), over the Monbulk Creek, 
Puffing Billy line, Selby. 


m H1592 Serviceton railway station 
(1889). Elizabeth Street, Serviceton. 


= H1591 Seymour railway station 
(1874, 1883). Station Street, Sey- 


mouf. 


= H1593 South Melbourne railway 
station complex (1883, 1887, 1899) 
221 Ferrars Street, South Mel- 
bourne. To the extent of the station 
including the bluestone road bridge; 
as defined by the Heritage Council. 


= H1068 Former South Yarra railway 
station (c. 1874). Toorak Road, 
South Yarra. 

= H1673 Sunbury water tower and 
road bridge (1861). Sunbury railway 
station, Brook Street, Sunbury. 

m H1692 rail bridge (c. 1861) over 
Jackson Creek, north of Ruperts- 
wood, Sunbury. 


= H1441 rail bridge (c. 1859) over 
Kismet Creek, near Rupertswood, 
Sunbury. 


= H1595 Taradale railway station 
(1862-63). Pennos Road, Taradale. 


= H1605 railway viaduct (1868) 
Heales Street, Taradale 


= H1596 Terang railway station 
(1887, 1889). Swanston Street, 
Terang. 


= H1442 rail bridge (1892) over 
Curdies River, Curdies Siding, 
Timboon. 


= H1443 rail bridge (1910), over 
Thompson River, Walhalla. 


m= H1444 tramway bridge (1900), over 
Thompson River, Poverty Point, 
Walhalla. 


News from the preservation scene 


= H1597 Wangaratta railway station 
complex (1874). Norton Street, 
Wangaratta. 


= H1598 Warragul railway station 
(1915). Princes Highway, Warragul 


= H1309 Werribee railway station 
(1857, 1927) Comben Street, 
Werribee. To the extent of all the 
buildings known as Werribee railway 
station, being the 1857 building and 
part of the platform; and the land as 
defined by the Heritage Council. 


= H1599 Williamstown railway sta- 
tion complex (1859). Hanmer 
Street, Williamstown. 


= H1600 Windsor railway station 
complex (1885). Peel Street, 
Windsor. 


= H1557 Wonthaggi railway station. 
Murray Street, Wonthaggi. 


= H1601 Wycheproof railway station 
(1887). Broadway, Wycheproof. 


m# H1028 Yarraville interlocking rail- 
way crossing gates (c. 1872) corner 
Anderson and Birmingham Streets, 
Yarraville. To the extent of two sets 
of interlocking sector gates compris- 
ing four gates and all associated 
workings protecting the double 
main line; two gates and all associ- 
ated workings protecting the former 
public siding; two pedestrian gates 
and all associated workings; all inci- 
dental fencing associated with the 
level crossing; and the land as 
defined by the Heritage Council. 


= H771 former Yea railway station 
(1889). Station Street, Yea. 


STEAMRAIL VICTORIA 


We incorrectly reported from the West 
Coast Railway News that WCR had 
acquired a 50% interest in locomotive 
A’ 986. NewsralL has been advised 
that Steamrail have not sold any 
interest in the locomotive and remain 
the 100% owner. 

Steamrail motive power situation as 
of March 2000: 
A’986: undergoing restoration 
D°639/658: stored, in service 


K153: undergoing mechanical over- 
haul 


K183: undergoing annual examination 
K190: undergoing repairs 
R700: restoration to commence 


R761: undergoing annual examination 


R766: Ballarat for conversion to oil 
firing 


B72: undergoing restoration 
L1162: in service 


M231: undergoing restoration — tarp 
shop shunter 


M232: stored unserviceable, spares for 
M231 


$313: in service 
T356: in service 
T364: in service 
T395: in service yard pilot — west block 
Y164: in service yard pilot — tarp shop 


PUFFING BILLY RAILWAY 


PBPS recently were successful with two 
grants. The Victorian Federation Fund 
has promised the Society $25,000 to 
assist with the celebrations of the 
railway centenary, including the Old 
Time Festival and Great Train Race. 
The PBR 100th Birthday/Centenary is 
on Mon.18.12. 

The second grant from the E B Myer 
Trust will provide $30,000 over two 
years for the modification of two steel 
NBH’s to carry wheelchairs. 

Puffing Billy’s motive power and 
rollingstock situation as at February 
2000: 
3A: at Gembrook under cover storage. 
6A: under restoration, driving and 

coupling wheel set installed, cab to 

be completed. 


7A: in service, boiler stay broke 31.12, 
repairs completed 3.1. 

8A, 12A, 14A: in service. 

G42: boiler parts being manufactured, 
braking system tested, new speed 
recorder being built. 

D21, DH59, 1694, 861, Peckett, 
Carbon: in service. 

NGG16: cleaning and storage of parts 
progressing. 

2NB: issued traffic 24.12. It is fitted 
with guard’s compartment, re- 
classified 2NBD. This carriage was 
originally issued to traffic on 
28.10.1899 for use on the Whitfield 
line and is the first time in 50 years 
that it has been in traffic. 

9INQR: in for repaint. 

203NQR: in for lift and inspection. 

TACL: tractor moved under its own 
power for the first time in 30 years. 
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Above: A rare visitor to South Australia these days is X45. It arrived on 
Sun.27.2 on 6MA4 Toll train and is seen stabled at NRC Islington freight with 
the G class off MP9 and MA4 


Below: Quad G class 532-520-539-531 on a late running MA4 passing through 
suburban Milburn. Sun.3.10.99 Both photos Roger Evans 


V/LINE FREIGHT IN 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


ELTHAM TRESTLE WORKS 


The following works were completed 
over the weekend of 26-27.2 on the 
trestle bridge across Diamond Creek at 
Eltham: 

= New track was laid across the bridge 
using a combination of pre-assem- 
bled track panels lifted on to the 
bridge by mobile crane and track 
assembled in position on the bridge 
(at the up end in the case of the lat- 
ter). 

= New ballast was laid. 

m Sections of the timber bridge deck 
over the main waterway and at the 
up end were replaced. This com- 
pletes the redecking of the bridge 
that had commenced in the mid- 
1990s. 

= The four timber beams between Pier 
Nos. 3 and 4 were replaced by steel 
beams. 

B® Pier 24 was fitted with a steel 
crosshead. 

A major task completed prior to the 
weekend was the extension of the per- 
manent steel handrails for the full 
length of the bridge in early February. 
These handrails had previously only 
been fitted to that section of the bridge 
that crossed the creek. 


ELTHAM LINE TRACK 
WORKS 

A major track maintenance cycle com- 
menced on Sun.6.2 between Eltham 
and Clifton Hill. A number of pre- 
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On the north viaduct between Flinders Street and Spencer Street girders are 
yet to be removed as GNR377 stands by to move them. Sat.11.12.99 Bernie Baker 


liminary works were completed before 
this cycle commenced, including: 


= Adding a temporary extension in 
mid-January to the dead end stabl- 
ing siding at Eltham in order to 
accommodate the 15 rail mounted 
track maintenance machines re- 
quired for the cycle. 


= Dropping sleepers off beside the line 
in late January. 


m Laying a portable siding on the 
down side of Macleod in early 
February to accommodate track 


Fairfield signal box on Fri.25.2 Chris Banger 


machines as the cycle advanced 
south of Eltham.The cycle was com- 
pleted over the weekend of 26-27.2 
when all rail services between Clifton 
Hill and Eltham were replaced by 
bus to provide an unrestricted occu- 
pation. 


Track machines were stabled on the 
former Australian Paper Mill siding 
when the maintenance gang was 
working in the Fairfield area. A 
security guard was based beside the 
machines when they were stabled at 
this location. 


HEIDELBERG ALTERATIONS 


On Fri.25.2, all contact and catenary 
wiring over the site of the dismantled 
road 3 at Heidelberg was removed. 

In addition, all contact and catenary 
wiring over the crossover between the 
up and down lines at the up end of the 
station was removed. 

On Mon.28.2, the following alter- 
ations were made at Heidelberg: 


m= No.12 mechanically operated points 
were converted to electric motor 
operation. The points were fitted 
with a standard dual control point 
machine. 


= No.10 plunger was abolished. No.10 
lever was converted to a pilot lever. 


=@ Nos. 11 and 21 points (access to the 
former road 3) were abolished. Nos. 
11 and 21 levers were sleeved in the 


normal position. Lever 23 was sleeved 
in the normal position. 


™ No.24 double ended crossover at the 
up end was abolished. Lever No.24 
was sleeved in the normal position 
on 2.12.99. Lever No. 25 remains as 
a pilot lever. 


Other works completed at the same 
time included: 


m™ Removing the three gantries that 
originally supported the contact and 
catenary wiring over the former 
goods yard. 


™ Installing a new set of points at the 
junction of the double and single 
lines at the down end of the station. 


FAIRFIELD SIGNAL BOX 
ABOLISHED 


On Mon.28.2, Fairfield Signal Box was 
abolished. The following alterations 
were made: 


m The mechanical lever frame and all 
associated switches and indicators 
were abolished. 


= Up automatic signal No. $258 was 
abolished. 


m Existing down home signal post 
No.21 was converted to an auto- 
matic signal and renumbered post 
$257. 


m Existing up home signal post No.39 
was converted to an automatic signal 
and renumbered post S266. 


m The crossover between the up and 
down main lines and the points giv- 
ing access to the APM siding had 
been previously abolished. 


ROCKBANK SIGNAL 
ALTERATIONS 


On Wed.8.3, the existing ‘searchlight’ 
type light units on down home signal 
post No. 6 at Rockbank were replaced 
with LED light units. 

This conversion was required for 
signal sighting purposes. 


METROL DEMOLITION 


Demolition of the former Metrol build- 
ing in Batman Avenue was completed 
by mid-February. 


LUGGAGE LOCKERS AT 
SPENCER STREET 


The first of the 302 new electronic 
luggage lockers in the basement at 
Spencer Street station were fully 
commissioned on Wed.1.3. The old 
superseded lockers were removed on 
the previous evening. 
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The early evening light of Sat.5.2 catches GNR’s T381-J105-GM27 as they lift 


tonnage away from Inverleigh Tricia Avé 


The original prototype bank of elec- 
tronic lockers had been dismantled and 
removed on Wed.23.2 after having 
successfully proven the viability of the 
new style of lockers. 


All the new lockers had been com- 
missioned by mid-March. 


The lockers are operated by a private 
company called QVS on behalf of 
V/Line Passenger, and a QVS staff 
member is permanently based near the 
lockers to assist with any public 
inquiries. This has substantially im- 
proved security in this area of the 
station. 


EXPANSION OF ARTC 
CONTROL IN VICTORIA 


On Sun.27.2, all signalling associated 
with the standard gauge main line and 
the dual gauge main line between 
Moonee Ponds Creek Junction and 
West Footscray Junction was trans- 
ferred to the Australian Rail Track 
Corporation (ARTC) Train Control 
Centre in Adelaide, SA. 


On Sun.5.3, ARTC Train Control in 
Adelaide assumed full control of all 
points and signals forming the con- 
nection with B Box, the dual gauge 
line between Tottenham B Box, the 
standard gauge loop and Newport. 
Automatic Block Signalling was insti- 
tuted over the dual gauge line between 
Tottenham and Newpott. 


SPENCER STREET LUGGAGE 
HALL OPENS 


The new Spencer Street Station 
luggage hall located under the stairs 
leading to the Docklands footbridge 
was opened to the public on Wed.1.3. 
The new hall is a marked improvement 
over the old hall that was almost 
totally demolished as a part of the 
works associated with the construction 
of the footbridge steps. 

The temporary luggage hall located 
on platform 1 was closed from the 
same date and had been completely 
removed by Fri.10.3. 


SUNBURY STATION WORKS 


In early March, work commenced on 
an upgrade of facilities at Sunbury 
station that will be completed by 
November 2000. Major elements of 
the upgrade include: 


m Refurbishing the waiting room. 
@ Car park works. 


u A new, sheltered footbridge that will 
replace the existing open footbridge. 


Work on the Brook Street car park 
started on Mon.6.3 and is scheduled to 
be completed by the end of May. 

The above project is an integral part 
of the ‘Sunbury Central’ redevelop- 
ment by Ingram Properties. Once 
completed, this new development on 
the western side of the station will 
incorporate a supermarket, department 
store and cinema complex. 
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Above: GM19 stands in the sun with J105 at the GNR Dynon depot prior to 
its transfer to the West Coast Railway depot at Ballarat East on Sun.6.2 


Below: B76 and B75 at WCR’s depot at Ballarat East prior to B75’s return 
to Melbourne. Sun.30.1 Both photos Russell Armstrong 


PENDING 
PRESERVATION 
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ROLLINGSTOCK 


A review of Locomotive and Rollingstock news 


PRELIMINARY DETAILS OF 
NEW V/LINE PASSENGER 
DMU’S 

The V/Line Passenger DMU’s being 
acquired by NX will be introduced 
from 2003 and will have the following 
features (based on details released on 
Thurs. 16.3): 


® A stainless steel car body. 
® Airconditioning and heating. 


m Automatic visual and audio next 
stop announcements, push button 
door opening and central locking. 


m Enhanced security with open line of 
sight between carriages and closed 
circuit television. 


@ Full accessibility with wide access, 
wheelchair accommodation and a 
universal access toilet. 


m Baby change facilities. 


® Bicycle and surfboard storage in the 
luggage areas, as well as room for a 
refreshment trolley. Each car will be 
powered separately so that the train 
can still run if one car fails. All aux- 
iliary power will be independently 
generated and will not rely on the 
traction engine. An on-board vehicle 
monitoring system will record 
potential and actual faults to assist 
with maintenance. 


DISTINCTIVE XPT POWER 
CAR LIVERY 
XPT power car XP2001 has recently 
been painted in a distinctive new white 
and orange colour scheme to mark the 
centenary of Federation on 1.1.2001. 
The following is painted on the side of 
the car body as a part of the colour 
scheme — ‘Countrylink celebrates the 
journey of a nation’ and ‘Australia. It’s 
what we make it. 1901-2001.’ 
XP2001 was sighted at Spencer 
Street on Fri.17.3 in its new colours on 
the front of the 08 30 daylight XPT 
service to Sydney. 


Above: B80 at WCR’s Ballarat East depot 
being painted for use on the Murraylander 
tourist train from Adelaide to Tailem 
Bend in South Australia. Sun.30. | 

Middle: X45 undergoing repainting into 
the Freight Australia colour scheme at 
the RTS shed at Dynon on Fri.3.3 

Both photos lan Green 


Below: WHFX120Y with the V/Line of 
V/Line Freight painted out. Shepparton 
Sun.5.3 Chris Carter 
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TAILDISC 


Reviews, amendments, queries, bits and pieces and the odd spot 


ODD SPOT 
TRAVELLERS AID 


A sign near the entrance to the 
Travellers Aid Society (TAS) 
rooms in the basement at 


Spencer Street Station indicates 
that sleeping in the lounge area 


chairs is not permitted. 

This never seems to be en- 
forced, as a casual glance into 
the TAS rooms on any morning 
generally finds at least some 
occupants fast asleep in these 
chairs. 


CORRECTIONS 
SAR VICE REGAL CAR ARTICLE 


David Parsons of the Port Dock Station 
Railway Museum makes the following 
correction to the article published in 
the December 1999 issue on the SAR 
Vice Regal Car. 


During the 1930s, it was proposed 
to make the Duke of York the next 


‘Where Is It’ last month’s answer. Thank you to all our 
readers who took the time to let us know the photo was of 
Warburton. Some letters were full of information. The 
closest we could get to a date of the photograph was the 


early 1900s. 
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Governor General of Australia, but he 
became King George VI with the 
abdication of King Edward VIII. It was 
then decided to make the Duke of 
Kent the next Governor General and 
consequently the Vice Regal Car was 
outshopped in 1940 with his coat of 
arms. Hence the comment on p.359 
that the car was issued to traffic with 
the Duke of York’s coat of arms is 
incorrect. 


Unfortunately, the Duke of Kent 
was killed on active service with the 
RAF and in 1945 the Duke of 
Gloucester came out to Australia as 
Governor General. 


It is believed that the Duke of 
Gloucester never travelled anywhere by 
train whilst Governor General on 
account of post war conditions on the 
rail system. As a result, the SAR Vice 
Regal car retained the coat of arms of 
the Duke of Kent until replaced by the 
Royal coat of arms. 


MARCH ISSUE, P. 69. 


The electric set in the lower photo is a 
Comeng train. 
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On Sat.26.1.74 the railways ran a 
‘Goodbye Doggie’ day on the Port 


Melbourne line and here we see driver 


Geoff Marks shunting the train out of 


the platform at Flinders Street for the 


very last time Barry Eadie 


This month’s question: E1108 shunts the Windsor yard with 
the down Middle Brighton goods on Thurs. 13.8.73. 


In the early days of railways in Melbourne the track the 
E class is on was actually a main line. Where did it go and 


which company owned it? 


— The — 
CLASSIFICATION YARD 


NEWSRAIL’S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted classified ad column 


FOR SALE 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections of books and magazines on railways. 
We are interested in American, British and Australian Railways. We also have 
lists available of books and magazines for sale in the shop. For a list please 
send a SSAE to Train World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187. 
Phone (03) 9596 6342. 


VR to ’62, Flashlights on Steam (Whalley), Highlights of Steam (Triplett), ARHS Bulletin 1956 
plus 25 issues 1952-57, Div. Diary 1964 and 1965 plus 49 issues 1962, 63, 70-72, Midland Rly 
Co. Locos of WA, Rly Wonders of the World (50 parts c.1936), Rly Magazine (Eng) various 
issues 1937-63, Loco Mag, (Eng) various issues 1903-1907, QR Annual Reports 1923-37 and 
1945-63, QR Public T/T 61, SAR AVR 69 and SAR WII 7/69. Phone 0418 803 347. 


Rails to the Top End by Robin Bromby. The story of the long battle to build a rail link to 
Darwin, first published in 1982, is now back in print and updated. 64 pages landscape format, 
with historic pictures of the Central Australia and North Australia narrow gauge railways, 
including construction shots. Detailed text. Available from Moonstone Productions, PO Box 
481, Edgecliff, NSW 2027 (81 Elizabeth Street, Paddington 2021) for $10.95 + $1.80 p&p. 
Bankcard/Mastercard/Visa accepted. 


Offers Invited for two original World War II VR Engine Driver and Stationmaster posters 
102 cm x 63.5 cm.As new condition, framed, non-reflective glass. Please provide offer details 
by May 31 to J.M. Dyte, 19 Rill Court, Haddon 3352. 


See you at the Gigantic Toy and Train Collectors’ Fair, Sunday 7 May at World Vision 
Centre (corner Springvale Road and Vision Drive, East Burwood) 10 am to 4 pm. Stafford 
Stamps (Railways and Tramways Collectables). Telephone: (03) 9859 5827. 


WANTED 


ARE Vol. 2 No. 2 3/64; ARHS Bulletin 1949, 50, 54, 55, 59, 7/91 and 1/92; ARHS SA Div. 
Recorder 1/64, 7/64, 10/64; Div. Diary |/60-4/60; CR and WAGR WTT, Gen Appendix, and 
Annual Reports; WAGR crockery and small ‘Pr’ number plate prefix. Phone 0418 803 347. 
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WE KNOW 
SYAWLIAR 


BACKWARDS 


Mail Order Specialists — 
phone, fax, write or Internet! 
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Australia’s largest range of railway, tramway 
and bus material — magazines, books, 
videos, railway ephemera (including internal 
railway books), models, slides, photographs, 
audio tapes, badges, posters, postcards, 
mugs, etc., etc.! 
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Write, phone or fax us now 
for a copy of our current list! 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


40 Market Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000 
Phone/Fax (03) 9621 2238 
www — http://railfan.webmania.com.au// 
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BRANCH LINE 


Suppliers of Fine Model Railway and Constructive Hobby Equipment 
490 Dorset Rd., Croydon, Victoria, 3136 Phone: 9723 1211 
Fax: 9723 5432 Website: www.branchline.com.au 
Email: trains@branchline.com.au 
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 am. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 am. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 am. - 4 p.m. 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 9596 6342 


Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 
10 am. - 6.30 p.m. 10 am. - 9 p.m. 9am.-5 pm. 


New and Used Models 
Australian, USA, UK 
Bankcard welcome 
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MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 9890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday 9 am. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 am. to 12 noon. 


Magazines and Books 
Good range always in stock 
Direct Importers 


RAILWAY HOUSE 
THE HOUSE OF TRAINS 
Model Railway Specialists (all gauges) 
sales, service and pre-loved 
Australia’s biggest ‘G’ gauge stockist 
2 Meninya Street (P.O. Box 66), Moama, N.S.W. 2731 
Phone and Fax: (03) 5482 5490 


COLLECTOR’S EDITION VIDEO 


Steam Media, producer of the best selling 
‘Victorian Year in Steam’ series 


proudly presents 


SAYONARA 766 
— coalie — 


An exciting 90 minute production comprehensively covering the 
December 1999 last run of R766 as a coal burning steam loco when 
it double-headed to Ballarat with the world’s most modern broad 
gauge steam engine — R711 
Featuring 
@ Double headed R class up Ingliston bank 
Parallel run up Warrenheip bank 
Cabrides on BOTH locos 
Coverage by five camera crews 
766 train engine, 711 rear banker to Warrenheip Loop 
All the action at the photostop run pasts 
Lineside, footplate and on train footage 
Comparisons between modernised and standard locos 
The final dropping of the coals - and much more 


All colour, all original CD quality sound 


RRP $39.95 


Steam Media: Bringing you excellence in video. This production mastered 
and edited using ‘State of the Art’ digital tape and equipment 


Steam Media tapes available from: Selected ABC shops, 
The Railfan Shop, leading hobby outlets, rail enthusiast groups, 
ARHS Sales and Tourist Railway sales centres. 


Fax/mail orders: All major credit cards welcome (03) 9561 8061 
PO Box 707, Mulgrave, Victoria 3170 - $44.95 P&P included 
Visit our Web Site - www.railpage.org.au/smedia 
For full details of all Steam Media productions and retail sales outlets. 
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